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*‘We have failed in our duty 





as Americans if we do not 


provide facilities for the proper care of those 


less fortunate than ourselves.” 


. Governor Robert B. Meyner 
at the 66th Anniversary Dinner 


February 23, 1954 











resenting... 
MR. BAYARD L. ENGLAND, new president 
of The Board of Trustees of 


The Training School at Vineland 


Mr. England is president of the Atlantic City Electric Company, 
past president of the Edison Electric Institute, and commissioner of the 
New Jersey Highway Authority. 

Born in Newark, New Jersey, and educated as a professional engi- 
neer, Mr. England has a wide diversity of civic and humanitarian 
interests. He has served as a member of the Board of Trustees of The 
Training School since September, 1950, and as its president since 


June 10, 1953. 

















He is one of the incorporators and a director of the Atlantic County 
Association of Mental Health, Inc. He is past president of the Com- 
munity Chest of Atlantic County. He is also director of the Southern 
New Jersey Development Council, director of the Pennsylvania-Read- 
ing Seashore Lines, and the New Jersey State Chamber of Commerce. 

We are indeed proud to have Mr. England as the new president of 


our governing board. 





Ghi Dinner Crmmillee 


VINELAND: Mr. Dane Barse 

The Hon. John C. Gittone 
Mr. Ben Z. Leuchter 

Mr. Eugene Mori 

The Hon. W. Howard Sharp 
Mr. Albert C. Strang 


MILLVILLE: The Hon. Benjamin H. Corson 
Mr. Carlton S. Hughes 
Mr. Paul J. McCorristin 


BRIDGETON: Mr. Clarence B. McCormick 
Mr. C. F. Seabrook 


The Hon. Francis A. Stanger 








HONOK GUESTS 


The Hon. Robert B. Meyner 


Governor of the State of New Jersey 


Mr. Bayard L. England and Mrs. England 
President, Board of Trustees, The Training School 


Mr. George Butler and Mrs. Butler 
Manager, New Jersey Division, Esso Standard Oil Co. 


Mr. John F. Lecarpentier, Jr. and Mrs. Lecarpentier 
Superintendent, Chambers Works, F.1.duPont 
deNemours and Company 


The Hon. John C. Gittone and Mrs. Gittone 
Vayor of the City of Vineland 
The Hon. T. Millet Hand 


Congressman from New Jersey 


Mr. William A. Hughes and Mrs. Hughes 
President, New Jersey Bell Telephone Company 


Dr. Walter Jacob and Mrs. Jacob 


Director. The T raining School at Vineland 


Mr. M. M. Lawler 


Vice President. The Worthington Corporation 


Mr. James MeGowan and Mrs. MeGowan 
Chairman of the Board. Campbell Soup Company 


Mr. C. F. Seabrook 
Chairman of the Board and President. 
Seabrook Farms Co. 


The Hon. W. Howard Sharp and Mrs. Sharp 
New Jersey State Senator 


The Hon. Francis A. Stanger and Mrs. Stanger 
Board of Trustees, The Training School 





Dr. Walter Jacob Mr. John F.. Lecarpentier, Jr. Mrs. Walter Jacob Mrs. John F. Lecarpenii 
Mrs. John C, Gittone Mr. George Butler 


Many Distinguished Guests Attend 66th Anniversary 


Dinner of the Training School on February 23rd 


The following story of the dinner is compiled from 
news reports excerpted from Philadelphia, Atlantic 
City, Vineland, Millville, and Bridgeton papers. 


E have failed in our duty as Americans if we do not provide 
facilities for the proper care of those less fortunate than ourselves.” This 
was the theme of an address by Gov. Robert B. Meyner at the 66th anni- 
versary dinner of the Vineland Training School at the armory on Delsea 
Drive, on the evening of Feb. 23rd. 

New Jersey's chief executive was the principal speaker at a banquet 
for 350 persons presenting Bayard L. England as the new president of 
the Board of Trustees of The Training School. 

Sen. W. Howard Sharp introduced Gov. Meyner and former Judge 
Francis A. Stanger introduced Mr. England. 

England, president of the Atlantic City Electric Co., in his brief re- 
marks told the gathering that The Training School “needs improving in 
its facilities to continue to conduct the research work it has started” and 
added that the expansion already has been started. 

The new president pledged to carry out the program launched by his 


predecessor Guy P. Bible, “to enable Dr. Jacob to realize his vision of 





tr peniff& Hon. W. Howard Sharp Mr. James McGowan Mrs. Bayard L. England The Hon. Robert B. Meyner 
Mrs. William A. Hughes 


making The Training School the greatest center of its kind in the world.” 


Speaking in addition to Gov. Meyner and England were Dr. Walter 


Jacob, director of The Training School, Mayor John C. Gittone, who 
extended a welcome to the group, Mrs. Thelma P. Sharp, and Judge 
Francis A. Stanger. Harold C. Emerson was toastmaster. 

Gov. Meyner paid tribute to the staff at The Training School and “the 
other 23 institutions in the state” who could better themselves in other 
walks of life but who feel dedicated to this way of life. 

The new governor explained that the whole philosophy of this nation 
was founded on a policy of “all men are born free.” 

“We are dedicated to seeing that all men are given equal opportunity 
for happiness and we can be thankful that 66 years ago an institution 
such as The Training School was founded here in Vineland.” he said. 

Meyner paused in his speech to pay tribute to Sanford Bates, commis- 
sioner of the state department of institutions and agencies who was 
seated in the audience. He also lauded the teachers and staff at The 
Training School and paid special praise to England for his contributions 
in effort and finances to the school. 

Dr. Jacob who has in the past expressed the hope The Training School 
would become known as the world’s greatest research center in mental 
retardation, told the group “if we can crack the wall of hopelessness that 
surrounds this group, our generation will have made its mark.” 

“This is the vision of The Training School,” he said, “and we need 


men and women from every walk of life to guide us.” 





Ar. Bayard L. England 








Mr. C. F. Seabrook Mrs. W. Howard Sharp 


Mrs. James McGowan 








Judge Stanger, after presenting Mrs. England with a bouquet of red 


roses, presented the new president with a leather bound volume of letters 
from friends and business associates congratulating him on accepting the 
presidency of the Board. 

Included in the volume were letters from Vice President Richard M. 
Nixon, Mrs. Oveta Culp Hobby, Senator Robert Hendrickson, Senator 
H. Alexander Smith, Representative Joseph Martin, Will Wilkens. mem- 
ber of the House of Commons, from Bristol, England; Governor Meyner, 
Mayor Gittone, Senator Sharp. and many others. 

Mayor Gittone in his welcome said that the people of Vineland have 
for many years recognized The Training School as a great institution. 
He also paid tribute to England, calling him “one of the world’s great 
humanitarians.” 

Mrs. Sharp, who is president of the Board of Visitors, explained 
briefly the workings of her committee, describing it as a liaison between 
the school and the public and said her group is working harder each 
year to bring the two closer together. 

Mrs. Alice Morrison Nash presented Mrs. Rose Jordan of The Training 
School staff, who expressed the appreciation of the entire school. Harold 
C. Emerson served as toastmaster. 

Splendid entertainment was provided by Heinrich Riivald. who was 
an opera singer in Europe before coming to America. Mr. Riivald, a 
fine tenor, was accompanied by his wife. 


A mixed chorus from The Training School also thrilled the assembled 


Mr. William A. Hugh 





























guests with several numbers. Miss Norma Pollack conducted and Miss 
Nellie Starkey, who is blind, accompanied. Dinner music was supplied 
by Lowell C. Ayars at the piano. 

The Rev. Lawrence G. Atkinson, pastor of First Methodist Church. 
Vineland, gave the invocation and the benediction. Four small boys from 
The Training School, with their teacher, Mrs. Walter Gregg, welcomed 


the guests at the outset of the evening. 





Dr. and Mrs. Walter Jacob entertained at a reception in their home 
at 30 south Main rd. for special guests attending the dinner. The informal 
gathering of approximately 60 was arranged by the host and hostess to 
provide an opportunity for the distinguished guests to become acquainted 
with one another prior to attending the dinner. 

Committees responsible for details of the affair were: 

Decorating: Mrs. Jack MacDonald, chairman: Mrs. Daniel Graham, 
Mrs. C. L. Felt. Mrs. Hartley Gove. Mrs. Harold Delp, Mrs. Thomas 
Keener, Mrs. John Stahl, Miss Eleanor Ray. 

Aides: Mrs. Barbara Schmickel, Vineland, chairman; Mrs. Nathaniel 
Rogovoy, Mrs. John McDonnell, Mrs. Paul R. Marts, all of Millville: 
Mrs. Russell Johnson, Mrs. David Horuvitz, both of Bridgeton; Mrs. 
Hartley Gove, Mrs. Hugo Feneli, Mrs. Robert Werry, Mrs. Harold Delp. 
Mrs. Jack MacDonald, Miss Marilyn Gravink, Mrs. Helen Morris, all of 
Vineland. 

Radio stations in Vineland, Millville, Bridgeton, and Atlantic City 


covered the entire event. 





« George Butler Mrs. Francis A. Stanger The Hon. T. Millet Hand = The Hon. Francis A. Stanger 
Mr. M. M. Lawler The Hon. John C. Gittone 
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The Hon. Francis A. Stanger, rep- 
resenting the Board of Trustees, 
presents the book of greetings and 
tributes to Mr. Bayard L. England. 
president. 










And red roses to Mrs. England as a token 
the esteem and appreciation of all who know 
her. Center, left. Governor Meyner; center 
right. Harold C. Emerson, toastmaster. 


























Program ee 


Mr. Harold C. Emerson, Toastmaster 


Invocation—The Reverend Lawrence G. Atkinson 
Pastor. The First Methodist Church, Vineland 


Welcome—A Small Foursome from 
The Training School Family 


Presented by Mrs. Walter Gregg 


Dinner 





Choral Music—The Mixed Chorus of The Training School 
Miss Norma Pollack, Conducting 
Miss Nellie Starkey, Accompanying 
“THE LORD'S PRAYER” 
“BEAUTIFUL WORDS OF JESUS” 


Introductions 


Aria—Mr. Heinrich Riivald 


Mrs. Riivald, Accompanying 





*“Q) del mio dolce ardore’”—Gluck 


en 0 
k now 


enter 


The Training School Chorus 







Mr. and Mrs. Riivald 
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A Salute—Dr. Walter Jacob 


Director. The Training School 


A Tribute—The Hon. Francis A. Stanger 
Board of Trustees. The Training School 





Response—Mr. Bayard L. England 


President, Board of Trustees. The Training School 


Solo—Mr. Riivald 


“For You Alone’ —-Geehl 





Address—The Hon. Robert B. Meyner 


Governor, The State of New Jersey 


Presented by the Honorable W. Howard Sharp 






In Appreciation—Mrs. Rose Jordan 
from The Training School Staff 
Presented by Mrs. Alice Morrison Nash 


Benediction—The Reverend Atkinson 


Vr. Lowell C. Ayars at the piano. 





Distinguished guests included business 





and professional leaders. 





Urs. Alice Morrison Nash and Mrs. Rose 
Jordan of The Training School Staff. 











“If our generation can crack the stone wall of that 


hopelessness, it will have made its mark 


in history .. .”’ 


Dr. Walter Jacob 
Director 
The Training School 


IFE has its bright moments, which we enjoy reliving long 
after they have passed. This is one of those moments. Looking down the 
roadway 66 years long. for the founders of The Training School who 
are watching us tonight, for all of those parents who have sought mitiga- 
tion of their problems here, [ am privileged to welcome each one of you 
tonight and to say how pleased and honored we are that you have joined 
us in celebrating our 66th anniversary. As a private, non-profit organiza- 
tion. we have had government, industry, and citizens from many walks 
of life interested in our work since the beginning. It is fitting that all 
are so well represented here tonight. 

Qur field of work with the mentally retarded is at times distasteful 
to some, is often overlooked in favor of more dramatically appealing 
causes, is for the worker always painstaking and frequently arduous. 
But we concern ourselves with probably the largest number of people 
represented by any of the current humanitarian causes, more people 
than are affected by heart disease, or polio, or cancer. And we at The 
Training School find ourselves sighting the first signs of possible pre- 


vention in an age-long history of hopelessness of cure. Prevention is a 











great step toward eventual cure. [f our generation can crack the stone 
wall of that hopelessness. it will have made its mark in history. Later 
that wall may crumble and disappear like any relic of antiquity. 

This vision and this hope IS The Training School at Vineland. Never 
in 66 years has the effort lessened to penetrate the mysteries of cause 
and effect in this most unfortunate of human conditions. We count 5000 
visitors a year who come from Vienna and Yokohama, from Helsinki 
and Johannesburg, to learn more about mental retardation at this world 
center of study and inspiration. 

Organizations like ours need Garrisons and Johnstones. but they also 
need Trustees, and Visitors. too. who have hearts. who have vision. and 
who can guide the destinies of these centers with wisdom. Men and 
women who give of their busy. yes. precious time, knowing that life can 
he made better for children. for parents, and for nations if such work 
succeeds, must choose their leaders wisely. Over 66 years we have had 
such leaders. We have had our Josiah Wistar. Philip Baker and Howard 
Branson. 

Last spring Mr. Guy P. Bible left the presidency of our Board of 
Trustees. He had pointed the way for us since 1943 after having been 
with us as a parent since 1913 and as a Trustee since 1929. He had 
shown a great heart and a fine sense of what was good for The Training 
School and children everywhere. Tonight we are most proud to present 
to all here, and everywhere, his successor, Mr. Bayard L. England. Since 
June of 1953 we have become aware of his dynamic interest. his organi- 
zational abilities, and his skill in getting action on so many necessary 


matters. We are also aware of his deep. underlying sympathy. He sees 














rive of his time and energies because he. like all others in this 


_ 


fit to 
work. knows that life is meaningless unless we make it better for our 
fellowman. 

To Mr. England we at The Training School pledge our utmost devotion 
and effort, and reiterate most sincerely our great pride in having this 
opportunity to present him as the President of our Board of Trustees. 

However, before he stands, I have another pleasure. that of presenting 
a trustee known to all of you, who has been with us since 1933 in his 
great interest in the School, Judge Francis A. Stanger, with a most 


important part in tonight's program. 








Governor Meyner, Dr. and Mrs. Jacob, and Brigadier General Chester 


A. Charles at the reception preceding the anniversary dinner. 


Vr. Morris Feld. of the Board of Trustees; Mr. England; Dr. 
Jacob; Governor Meyner; and Mr. Richard E. Thomson. 
president of the Parents’ Association at the reception. 
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“The Training School is now on the threshold of 


great achievements .. .”’ 
Mr. Bayard L. England 


President 


The Board of Trustees 





OUR presence here this evening demonstrates your interest in 
The Training School, and, for the students and staff, I wel- 
come you... 

The presenting of a new President—and I humbly stand before you— 
always affords an opportunity for weighing our accomplishments of the 
past, taking a look around us today, and doing some forecasting of what 
the near future holds for us. The 66th Anniversary of The Training 
School at Vineland is being celebrated tonight. It is just 66 years ago on 
March Ist when the first door of the school here at Vineland was opened. 

The leaders of the school from the beginning had the vision to see 
the need for the care, the education and study through research of 
retarded children. They had the courage to overcome many. many 
obstacles in seeking their goal. The results of their unselfish work have 
not been equalled in any other part of the world. 

Surely one of the things to which much of their success can be attrib- 
uted was the early realization that teaching and understanding could 
reach the best results only with happy children. It was from this that 
Professor Edward R. Johnstone coined the phrase: “Happiness First and 
All Else Follows.” 


This has been the school’s motto ever since. 














From 1890 to 1928 Vineland established or assisted in the forming 
of all of the state institutions for the mentally retarded in New Jersey. 

Almost 50 years ago research was started at Vineland with the work 
of the laboratory being closely coordinated with educational work. This 
was the first such coordination of its kind. The laboratory work resulted 
also in very constructive changes in the teaching methods now employed 
in our schools for normal children. 

For 30 years Summer Schools were conducted at Vineland for the 
training of teachers of special classes. 

The great achievements of the School have not been kept here but 
have been spread all over the world through a sharing of our knowledge 
with all people. 

Just to tell you something of our material growth: 

Starting with seven children in 1888, we now have enrolled about 550 
students; from the Scarborough Mansion and little cottage, we have 
now about 100 buildings of various types and a total of about 1.600 
acres of land on the main grounds and at the colony. 

There are today nearly 200 employees at the School. 

Our farming operation to supply the needs of the School has an 
annual crop value of well over $100,000. 

We operate with an annual budget of three-quarters of a million dollars 
and the School is, of course. as you know, a non-profit organization. 

This wonderful growth in years that seem so short to those at the 
School has been stimulated, I’m convinced, by the contagious feeling 
of the results of happiness. One has just to enter the doors at Vineland 
to feel this atmosphere. I’m reminded of an article “Happiness for Sale” 


by Grace Noll Crowell which says: 
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“Happiness is a peculiar thing; you cannot touch it, you 
cannot taste it, or feel it, and yet you know it is there when it 
really is: a thing that catches at your breath and makes your 
heart sing clear and high.” 

Today we have a truly great school at Vineland led by Doctor Walter 
Jacob who in the past eight years has merited. by his accomplishments, 
recognition with the leaders who with the loyal staff have made this the 
great institution it is. 

No one, except parents, will ever be able to thank Pearl 5. Buck 
enough for her unselfish, untiring work not only as a Trustee but also 
for her writings and personal lectures for the children. Parents today 
all over the world need not refrain from talking about the condition of 
their child; they can speak to a most sympathetic nation-wide audience. 
I pay great tribute to Mrs. Richard J. Walsh. 


The Training School now faces a need for improvements to its facili- 


ties in addition, of course, to a continuation and expansion of research 


which, | am informed, is now on the threshold of great achievements. 
This program of reconditioning will cost for the first stage about 
$500,000. Plans are now being formed to endeavor to raise these funds. 

When Guy Bible made his final report to the Board just a year ago 
he said: 

“In addressing you for the last time as President, | appeal to you 
for more vigorous and effective support of Doctor Jacob and thus for 
better things which will accrue to the School. It would be saying too 
much that every problem could be solved by having more money, but it 


is true that every opportunity for service, every additional facility in 











housing, research, and education, and every legitimate aspiration of 
our staff members for greater rewards could more adequately be met. 
Under Doctor Jacob we have gone far in rehabilitation, and now we 
should provide him with the means for fulfilling his vision.” 

I pledge myself to do everything within my ability to carry on Mr. 
Bible’s wishes and want to express my sincere gratitude to God for the 
privilege of being one of His people to serve retarded children. 

“Tam only one, 

But still 1 am one, 

I cannot do everything. 

But still 1 can do something: 

And because | cannot do everything 


I will not refuse to do the something 1 can do” 





“Every child should have the chance 


to make his life count for something.”’ 


—Pearl S. Buck 
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Cracking the Stone Wall 

As we were leaving the Armory 
on Tuesday night after the dinner 
marking the 66th anniversary of 
the founding of The Training 
School at Vineland, my wife turned 
and asked: 

“Did you realize when those 35 
students were singing tonight that 
each one represents a heartbreak ?” 

Perhaps we hadn‘t, for the Mixed 
Chorus of students from the School 
under the direction of Miss Norma 
Pollack had sung “The Lord’s 
Prayer.” “Beautiful Words of 
Jesus” and “Heart of My Heart” 
with such warmth, ability and evi- 
dent enjoyment that one easily 
could have forgotten for the mo- 
ment that they were handicapped 
individuals. 

Certainly this choral group did 
not appear to be wearing any cloak 
of tragedy. To the contrary. they 
looked like any average collection 
of boys, girls and young adults, 
and they sang with more happiness 
than most groups of youngsters in 


our public schools who are called 
upon to perform before an audi- 


ence of parents. 

They were happy, of course, only 
because happiness is a way of life 
at The Training School. Starting 
with a shattered, useless person, The 
Training School follows the man- 
date laid down by its late, great 
director, Dr. Edward R. Johnstone. 


and says: “Happiness first .. . All 
Else Follows.” And it puts those 
words into practice. 

But in some respects that happy 
choral group was deceptive. For it 
did represent 35 cases of heart- 
break. You can multiply those 35 
by 35 more and multiply the total 
by 35 and keep multiplying into the 
hundreds of thousands . . . and you 
still won't have reached the end. 
For mental retardation afflicts more 
persons every year in this nation 
than the better-known enemies of 
mankind such as cancer, heart dis- 
ease and infantile paralysis. 

Every one of those hundreds and 
hundreds of thousands of mentally 
handicapped persons represents a 
heartbreak, and only a_ pitifully 
small percentage of them have the 
relative good fortune to be placed 
in the hands of persons with skilled 
minds and kind hearts such as are 
found at The Training School at 
Vineland. 

The Training School. as most of 
us know by now, is not just a glori- 
fied boarding house whose opera: 
tors want only to continue to feed 
and house their visitors. If it were 
only a hotel for the mentally re- 
tarded, men such as the Atlantic 
City Electric Company’s “Pat” 
England, former Judge Francis A. 
Stanger, Senator Howard Sharp 
and countless other men of stature 
throughout the world would not 





sacrifice their time for it or honor 
it. 

The Training School has a much 
more important role in the realm 
of mental health. For half a century 
it has been famous as a research 
center, and it is obvious from the 
nights anniversary dinner that 
there will be continued emphasis 
on study and experimentation. 

Dr. Walter Jacob, the School's 
director, likened the efforts of his 
staff and their associates through- 
out the world to a constant attack 
on the “stone wall of hopelessness.” 

“Some day.” he said, “that wall 
of hopelessness will crack. and 
eventually it will crumble into noth- 
ingness. What greater pride in any- 
thing could we have than to be able 
lo say, it was in our generation that 
this wall was cracked?” 

The field of mental health is not 
a problem for the Vineland area 
alone, though for reasons of both 
sentiment and economics the com- 
munity’s best wishes always are 
with The Training School. The wall 
of hopelessness presents a challenge 
lo every normal man and woman 


everywhere.—BEN LEUCHTER. 
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The Training School Serves Humanity 

Last week, The Training School at Vineland ob- 
served its 66th anniversary with a dinner honoring 
Bayard L. England as its new president. Mr. England 
took occasion to announce that a $500,000 expansion 
program, including plans for extensive research, 
were already under way. 

Dr. Walter Jacob, the School’s director, also re- 
vealed the gains already made, and those in prospect, 
for the aid to the mentally deficient, at the famous 
institution. 

The Training School has served as a beacon of 
hope for many unfortunate children, mentally handi- 
capped from birth. It does a tremendous job in its 
important field. And those who have guided it so 
successfully in the past, are planning to enlarge its 
scope of activity in the future, a project of national 
importance. 








